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Kessler supplies both the biography of a legend and an explanation of why that legend has
endured.Sacagawea is one of the most renowned figures of the American West. A member of
the Shoshone tribe, she was captured by the Hidatsas as a child and eventually became one of
the wives of a French fur trader, Toussaint Charbonneau. In 1805 Charbonneau joined Lewis
and Clark as the expedition's interpreter. Sacagawea was the only woman to participate in this
important mission, and some claim that she served as a guide when the expedition reached the
upper Missouri River and the mountainous region.Although much has been written about the
historical importance of Sacagawea in connection with the expedition, no one has explored why
her story has endured so successfully in Euro-American culture. In an examination of
representative texts (including histories, works of fiction, plays, films, and the visual arts) from
1805 to the present, Kessler charts the evolution and transformation of the legend over two
centuries and demonstrates that Sacagawea has persisted as a Euro-American legend because
her story exemplified critical elements of America's foundation myths-especially the concept of
manifest destiny. Kessler also shows how the Sacagawea legend was flexible within its mythic
framework and was used to address cultural issues specific to different time periods, including
suffrage for women, taboos against miscegenation, and modern feminism.
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Garry B., “Insightful. High level analysis of how Sacagawea changed from "the wife of the
interpreter" to "the Madonna of her Race". Those interested in this issue should be
knowledgeable in the Lewis and Clark Expedition as this book is not entry level material.”

L. Jou, “surely a worth. I hate some books which offer good ideas but never will they be well-
organized; however, this book is not the case at all. Kessler has her own brilliant ideas and has
organized them excellently. She divides the different time periods with more than enough
supporting materials and yet she never forgets her key-position. The perspectives are
convincing, the bibliography is reachable and useful (I have found a few more applicable
materials through the very bibliography); the only tiny problem is the pictures offered. There are
many monuments or coins or even statues on Sacajawea. Amazingly, Kessler offers only one in
page 182. However, this problem can be covered due to Kessler's encyclopedic and also
provocative writing.  (Sandie Y.R.Lo, Taiwan)”

Pennie L. Magee, Ph.D., “What a find!. I just finished reading this book as part of some research
I am doing on Sacagawea. I couldn't put it down from the moment I read the first page. Ms
Kessler does a wonderful job of placing her literature review in a coherent theoretical framework.
I have read most of the books and articles written about Sacagawea cited in Ms Kessler's work; I
deeply appreciated her analysis of how each of these authors fits into the larger picture.Best of
all, Ms Kessler provides a thoughtful discussion of Native American contributions to the
literature. Most of the Native American authors she cites do not specifically address the question
of Sacagawea. Rather, they provide an essential (but usually overlooked) point of view of the
Native American experience over time.Thank you, Ms Kessler!!”

The book by Alan G Gauthreaux has a rating of  5 out of 4.1. 7 people have provided feedback.
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